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it, is very poisonous (Xotkin) and possesses an excitant action upon the 
nervous system. Various accidents have been reported—urticaria (Howitz), 
transient papular erythema (Laache), fatal delirium of persecution (Stabel), 
glycosuria (Fwald), acceleration of pulse, elevation of temperature, nausea 
ami vomiting (Haskovec), vertigo, malaise, dyspeptic disturbances, somno¬ 
lence (Ohanteinesse and Marie). In resume , it has acquired a just reputation 
in the treatment of myxcedema and of goitre; it may be useful in the treat¬ 
ment of idiots and obese persons in facilitating nutrition-changes ; as for 
other applications, time must determine its value .—Lee Nouveaux Bemhle*, 
1891), No. 21, p. 033. 


Sparteine Sulphate in Surgical Anaesthesia.— Dr. Gilbert Geoffrey 
Corr.\.M calls attention to the facts that in chloroform-anaesthesia (1) fatal 
cardiac syncope occasionally occurs during the initial stages of anaesthesia, 
and (2) in prolonged operations, or in operations upon debilitated subjects, 
marked depression, shown by diminution of pulse-volume and increased 
rapidity of beat, is of comparatively frequent occurrence. Digitalis, alco¬ 
hol, and strychnine have been used with varying success, not sufficient to 
justify their habitual use. From a study of seven cases reported and of 
others the author concludes that (1) in sparteine sulphate, administered liypo- 
dermatically before the commencement of anoesthesia, in the dose of one-tenth 
of a grain, repeated according to the nature of the operation and the con¬ 
dition of the patient, we have a safe, efficient, and prompt heart-stimulant 
in chloroform-narcosis. (2) It is not necessary to combine it with morphine 
or to use it in larger dosage than specified above. (3) Other things being 
equal, there arc less shock aud prompter reaction with its use. — Therapeutic 
(,'a-e/te, 189G, No. 11, p. 721. 

The Dangers from Blisters,— M. Comby reports an instance which should 
be a warning against the use of cantharidal vesication in children. The 
symptoms suggested the existence of meningitis: stiffness of the neck, agita¬ 
tion, delirium, and anuria. Auscultation showed only a few insignificant 
r.iles. The temperature was 102.2° F., and the anuria was almost total. 
These symptoms disappeared after the use of prolonged warm baths and 
diuretic drinks. After some days of fever convalescence was established.— 
Journal dee Praticiens , 1890, No. 40, p. 732. 


The Treatment of Typhoid Fever by Internal Bathing. —Dr. Henry 
Duchexxe describes this as consisting of (1) obliging the patient to drink 
as much as lie will of inert liquids (teas, slightly acid drinks, weakly alco¬ 
holic beverages), and (2) giving a daily lukewarm enema of from one to two 
pints. For suggestive effect two doses of quinine sulphate of five grains 
each, and five drachms of a 2.5 per cent, solution of carbolic acid, the 
latter in the enema. The diet is milk, not bouillon, which is poisonous if 
the kidneys be affected; nor starches or clear soup, but two, three, or four 
pints of milk, two or three weak alcoholic drinks, various teas, but never 
astringents, not even wine. The results are a rapid diminution of the diar- 
rluea, lowering of the fever, which rarely exceeds 102.2° F. after the fourth 
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or fifth day of treatment, and convalescence is established upon an average 
on the twenty-first day. Thirty-five cases are reported, of which two died, 
one of which was an old alcoholic subject. It is not believed that any other 
method in country practice could give so low a percentage of deaths.— Bul¬ 
letin General de Therapeutique, 1896, 20e liv. p. 627. 

Intestinal Lavage.— Dr. K. Thiercklin states that this is indicated in 
all conditions of intestinal fermentation. For clearing the upper portion of 
the tract lavage of the stomach and purgatives may be resorted to; after¬ 
ward the intestine should be washed out as soon as is possible, and this 
repeated several times daily after each stool. In gastro-intestinal infections 
of a pyretic type water of a temperature of 77° F. should be used, one or 
two pints in amount (for nursing-infants), which will lower the body-tem¬ 
perature from one to two and one-half degrees. In the algid type, on the 
other hand, water at nearly body-heat should be used. In addition to clean¬ 
liness and temperature-effects these lavages possess another valuable prop- 
ert y ^at of assuaging thirst and modifying blood-pressure through the 
water which is absorbed by the alimentary mucous membrane. In addition, 
the blood being diluted, the hepatic and renal functions are re-established. 
The water used may be plain or slightly salted (seven per mille). The amount 
used may be as above for a nursling, or three, four, or even five pints for older 
children. The contraindications are cardiac disease and intestinal narrow- 
iugs and ulcerations. —Revue de Therapeutique, 1896, No. 28, p. 709. 

The Treatment of Epithelioma.—M. du Castel writes of the treatment 
of epithelioma, especially of the face, by means of methylene-blue associated 
with chromic acid. Methylene-blue is irritant and toxic, but we need its 
irritant and destructive properties in attacking this form of tumor. Its 
poisonous properties need not alarm us, because fifteen grains per day can 
be given to a man and there is no likelihood that this amount will be ab¬ 
sorbed. The ulcerated surface is cleansed by means of potato-poultices, 
which have been cooked in a 1 per cent, sublimate solution. Exuberant 
granulations or cicatricial tissue are touched by the galvanocautery so that 
the drugs can penetrate to the deepest layers of the disease. The surface is 
then anesthetized by means of a cotton-compress moistened with a 10 per 
cent, cocaine solution. The entire surface is now moistened with a tampon 
saturated with a solution of methyl [methylene] blue 1, in alcohol 5, and 
glycerin 5. Next an application of an aqueous solution of chromic acid, 
1 too, is made t;> the same surface. Above this is applied more of the 
methylene-blue solution, then the excess of coloring-matter removed, and the 
above-mentioned poultice again applied. This treatment is repeated four or 
five times at two- or three-day intervals, until the newly formed skin no 
longer absorbs coloring-matter. In place of the poultices succeeding the 
applications, a layer of collodion may advantageously be substituted. The 
best results are obtained when the disease is superficial. It is useful also to 
delay further progress in inoperable cases. The reason for the non-absorp¬ 
tion of the chromic acid is probably that the methylene-blue determines a 
serous exudation which prevents absorption of the acid which is afterward 
applied.— Bulletin General de Therapeutique, 1896, 22e liv. p. 693. 



